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RESULTS
Ø Post-course	survey	themes	showed	an	increase	in	
nurse	patient	communication	and	comfort	level	
Ø A	more	positive	impression	of	PWDs	was	reported	
after	increased	experience	around	PWDs
Ø 2/5	survey	domains	and	41%	of	survey	items	
showed	significant	improvement:
• Working	with	PWD’s	in	a	clinical	setting	(p	=	.000)
• Positive	Impressions	of	self-concepts	of	PWD		(p	
=	.019)	
Future	Directions: Further	research	on	specific	
educational	interventions	is	needed.	Educating	nursing	
students	on	how	to	provide	equitable,	competent,	
evidence-based	care	to	PWDs	will	help	to	decrease	
disparities	in	caring	for	PWD.
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Thematic	Analysis	identified	common	qualitative	themes,	Two	tailed	
paired	sample	t-tests,	alpha	≤	.05.
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Figure	1.	Nursing	student	providing	care	to	a	PWD	while	
under	the	supervision	of	faculty	in	Duquesne	University’s	
simulation	lab.
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